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All development in the parish will embody the 
highest principles of sustainability and help 
make it a better place in which to live, work 
or visit.  The sense of identity and village 
life will be strengthened, with a wide range 
of local businesses and community facilities 
catering for the needs of all.

Sustainable and active travel measures 
will make it safer and easier for all to move 
around Cookham and to neighbouring areas, 
with traffic congestion and speed reduction 
supported by a move towards net-zero 
carbon transport solutions.
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Logo design based on original artwork by Amara Khurana

A vision for Cookham

Based on ideas suggested during initial 
consultation a vision for Cookham has been 
drafted.  This is:

Cookham will continue to be a thriving and 
vibrant community whose character, rich 
heritage and natural assets are protected and 
enhanced in their rural setting as famously 
depicted by painter Stanley Spencer. Located 
separately from Maidenhead, the Parish and 
individual neighbourhoods benefit from a 
distinct identity of their own. 

Its rich landscape, wildlife habitats and 
biodiversity will be strengthened and form an 
accessible network of connected green and 
blue routes around Cookham and between 
settlements.
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Objective 1, Design and Development: 
To deliver well-designed, high quality new 
development that reflects the best qualities 
of the local character 

WHAT IF WE...

1. Establish design principles and guidance for 
new development in Cookham, including infill 
sites, as well as preparing concept masterplans 
for specific site allocations, showing how 
these integrate with the existing community 
and respect local character and identity.  
This could build upon the Village Design 
Statement, embedding principles into guidance, 
strengthening the weight and use of these when 
planning applications are considered.

2. Embed sustainable design and construction 
principles into the Neighbourhood Plan, including 
supporting the use of high energy efficiency 
standards in new buildings, changes and 
extensions of existing buildings, bringing costs 
savings to all and reducing carbon emissions.

3. Prepare policies around the design and location 
of new development such that heritage assets 
are preserved and enhanced, including buildings 
and features in the ‘rural’ landscape, such as 
hedgerows and rural lanes.  All new development 
must have mitigation strategies for biodiversity 
net gain.
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Example of new housing integrated into the environment, Saffron Walden, Essex

Green roof, Sir Bernard Miller Centre, source: John Lewis Partnership
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Objective 2, Environment: 
To conserve and enhance the natural 
environment, safeguarding biodiversity and 
important wildlife habitats

WHAT IF WE...

1. Identify areas of green space of value to the 
community to be designated for long term 
protection, including places for leisure and 
recreation, as well as important wildlife habitats 
and areas of biodiversity.  Work to further protect 
our most valuable areas of biodiversity.

2. Identify natural features, including wildlife 
corridors and important areas of biodiversity, 
to be protected and strengthened, supporting 
delivery of biodiversity net-gain in new 
developments.

3. Establish guidance in respect of sustainable 
urban drainage to manage and mitigate flood 
risks, and work with large landowners, the 
Environment Agency and Thames Water, to 
prevent water pollution.  Protect The Causeway 
as an essential emergency access route in times 
of flooding.

4. Support small-scale, community-orientated 
renewable energy projects that must be sensitive 
and appropriate to their setting.
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Objective 3, Landscape and Setting: 
To retain the rural setting and individual 
identities of Cookham Village, Cookham Rise 
and Cookham Dean, providing opportunities 
for all to enjoy and benefit from access to 
the countryside

WHAT IF WE...

1. Identify important views that retain and protect 
the landscape value and setting of Cookham, 
drawing on the distinctive identity of Cookham as 
depicted by Stanley Spencer.

2. Identify ‘green wedges’ and settlement gaps 
between ‘the Cookhams’ and Maidenhead, which 
reinforce the distinctive identity and sense of 
community in each of the ‘villages’.  Protect the 
open countryside and promote the rewilding of 
areas.

3. Retain, maintain and provide new routes to and 
through the countryside for those on foot, bike 
and horse, allowing people to access and enjoy 
the countryside in a safe and environmentally-
friendly manner.
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Objective 4, 
Social and Community Infrastructure: 
To provide and enhance facilities that 
maintain and develop the health and well-
being of the community

WHAT IF WE...

1. Identify important local services and facilities 
to be retained, supporting day-to-day life and 
activity.

2. Support improvements to and provision of new 
community facilities within Cookham, which 
should be easily accessible to all and cater for 
the needs of a growing population.  These could 
be designed with flexibility in mind such that 
they can be used by a wide range of groups for 
different activities.

3. Support improvements to the quality of the 
retail experience and public realm within village 
centres.  This could include creating new or 
expanded civic spaces for people to sit and relax 
outside, creating thriving and welcoming places 
that foster social interaction and attract new 
investment in the centres.
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Objective 5, Transport: 
To minimise local traffic impacts and 
improve opportunities for people of all ages 
and abilities to walk and cycle

WHAT IF WE...

1. Support ‘active travel’ measures through the 
layout of new development and road and route 
design that encourages and enables people of 
all ages and abilities to walk and cycle for short 
journeys.  This could extend to ideas that also 
make existing streets and routes safer and more 
attractive for people to walk or cycle along.

2. Explore ideas and develop design solutions with 
partners, such as the local highways authority, 
that increase safety along The Pound, with 
pedestrian safety being the priority.

3. Work with partners to prepare a Cookham-wide 
traffic management plan that explores potential 
for reducing through traffic, strategies to manage 
the speed of traffic, and ideas for improving 
pedestrian safety.

4. Identify and support provision of new car parking 
at appropriate locations in Cookham, which will 
help relieve traffic congestion, and the design of 
which should be sensitive to the environment so 
that cars do not dominate the street scene.
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Example of a High Street traffic calming scheme, Shoreham-by-Sea


