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Foreword 
 

Welcome to the Parish Council’s annual report. I hope that it provides a useful summary of all the 
work which the Parish Council carries out on behalf of the residents of Cookham. 
 
I would like to begin by expressing our sadness at the news that former Parish Councillor Jean 
Stretton died recently. Jean, along with her husband John, gave many years service to her local 
community, and was a Parish Councillor for 40 years. I’m sure everyone would like to extend their 
best wishes to her family at such a difficult time.  
 
I would also like to thank former Parish Councillor, Susan Ground, who stood down at the end of 
2017. She will be missed. However, I am pleased to say that, after very competitive co-option 
process, Mark Howard has now been appointed as her replacement. Welcome Mark.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank our former Clerk, Mark Hollands, for all his work. Unfortunately he  
decided to move on and we have now appointed Jill Gavin as his replacement. As many of you 
will be aware, Jill has been Assistant Clerk for a few years now, so congratulations Jill. We are in 
the process of appointing a new Assistant Clerk. 
 
In terms of our work, planning has again been particularly busy. The chicken farm episode 
appears to have run its course and I was particularly pleased that all the work which went into the 
Save Poundfield campaign saw Oakford Homes’ appeal dismissed and Berkeley Homes 
application peter out. Unfortunately, we were less successful with the Pump House on Kennel 
Lane. 
 
Other areas which continue to be a focus include flood planning, parking, speeding and littering. 
The latter has become a serious issue in many places, particularly where inconsiderate dog 
walkers do not remove their poo bags (please take them home or put them in one of the bins 
provided). Similarly, the dreadfully slow response of Great Western Railway and Network Rail in 
reopening Cookham station and carrying out essential signalling work has been a concern. The 
Parish Council will continue to argue strongly in support of maintaining our local train services and 
appropriate infrastructure. 
 
Looking ahead, we will be revisiting our review of the Alfred Major Recreation Ground, starting 
work on scoping out a possible Neighbourhood Plan (which will inevitably court some controversy 
as Cookham debates where any future housing should be sited) and delving deeper into parking 
and traffic management issues. I am sure that there will be plenty of other activities too. 
 
Thank you to all the councillors and residents who give up their spare time to work on projects in 
support of their local community. And my personal thanks to everyone who has supported me as 
Chair. 
 
Please get in touch if there is something you would like to discuss or if you have any questions. 
We will try to help where we can and remember, Parish Councillors are your elected 
representatives. 
 

Best wishes 
 

Andrew 

 

Cllr Andrew Nye 
Chair, March 2018 
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Committee Reports 
 
Finance Committee 

The members are: Cllrs Barnes (Chair), Bune, 

Coker, Hewer, Kellaway, Wernham. 

The Finance Committee is responsible for the 
setting of budgets and the control of finance 
and governance of the Parish Council. This 
includes: 

o Compiling the annual budget, 
including the requirements of the 
General Purposes Committee and 
the Flood Committee. 

o Recommending to the Full Council 
the precept to be collected for the 
coming year from residents by the 
RBWM. 

o Overseeing the completion of the 
Annual Return and Audit. 

o Periodically reviewing our policies 
on such diverse matters as data 
protection, complaints and financial 
controls. 

o Managing the grant process and 
making recommendations to the 
Parish Council. 

The total expenditure for 2017-18 is on target 
to be within the budget figures of           
£139,754. Our income included a Precept of 
£90,100. 

We are pleased to confirm that the contribution 
from the Parish Council to the running of 
Cookham Library will continue. 

Although the Parish Precept is only a small 
part of your total Council Tax bill, we are 
pleased to report that there will be no change 
for the coming year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flood Committee 
The members of this Committee are:  
Cllrs Coker (Chair), Hewer, Janetta, Palmer 
and Perry. There are 3 co-opted members:  
C. Long (Flood Co-ordinator), D. Scarff 
(Cookham Society) & P. Wilmott (Flood 
Warden). 

The Flood Committee has responsibility for co-
ordinating the actions of the Council in times of 
flooding and to ensure we are well prepared in 
cases of emergencies. 

The committee meetings are also attended by 
a representative of the Cookham Society and 
the Flood Warden as well as representatives 
from John Lewis and C.I.M. who are major 
Cookham stakeholders. 

Our Flood Warden looks after the warning 
boards in the village. Flood warnings have 
been received twice so far this winter but 
fortunately both were quickly rescinded. 

 

Our Cookham flood warning blog is 
http://cookhamfloodwarnings.blogspot.co.uk 

It is full of useful advice and we would advise 
all villagers who are online to bookmark this 
page. 

As part of its remit the Flood Committee is 
represented on: 

o The Borough Flood Liaison Group                               

o The Parishes Flood Forum 

o Maidenhead Waterways 

In times of Flooding, the Flood Committee 
opens and mans the Flood Hub, reporting to 
the Borough Emergency Command structure 
with local information. We also provide 
volunteers to allow the opening of the 
Causeway Bridge to traffic and pedestrians. 



     4 

 

General Purposes Committee 
This committee replaced the former Adoptive 
Acts and Footpaths and Open Spaces 
Committees. 

The Committee members are: Cllrs Hewer 
(Chair), Brar, Bune, Coker, Howard, Kellaway, 
Nye, Palmer, Perry and Tull. 

The Committee is responsible for managing 
the Parish Council cemetery on Long Lane, 
some of the Parish’s street lights, the 
Cookham Dean and Cookham Village war 
memorials, the three allotment sites in 
Cookham, trees on parish land, the Alfred 
Major Recreation Ground and “In Bloom” 
competitions. 

Cookham is one of the Parishes in RBWM 
which has accepted responsibility for 
maintaining its Public Right of Way. The 
General Purposes Committee oversees the 
maintenance of our 36 footpaths and this year 
we were pleased to adopt a new wildlife-
friendly policy for our paths and grounds. This 
will help the Parish Council meet the 
biodiversity duty, on all local authorities, to 
conserve biodiversity. 

This Committee is responsible for the upkeep 
of Stonehouse Common, a small riverfront 
grassy area with beautiful views of the River 
Thames and its islands. We were pleased Wild 
Cookham chose this site for their bat walk this 
year. Several bat specie were found. 
 
The Committee and many residents were 
saddened by the loss of the huge old memorial 
lime tree on Dean Lane. It was quite a local 
landmark and the area feels quite empty 
without it. Committee members visited people 
who overlooked the tree and asked their 
opinions on a replacement tree. The 
overwhelming majority were in favour of a 
replacement, mature tree of a similar species 
but perhaps one that would not grow quite as 
large as the original tree had overshadowed 
some houses. It was felt important to choose a 
tree that would thrive in a roadside location. 
RBWM’S Tree Officer recommended another 
Lime Tree as they are resilient to pollution and 
salt on roadways. The Committee hopes it will 
have been planted by the time this report is 
published. 

The Parish Council’s cemetery on Long Lane 
is also managed by the Committee. This year 
it has decided to support the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission’s new project to 

improve signage of World War graves. The 
smart new green signs, designed by the 
Commission will appear at the cemetery in due 
course. 

Unfortunately, our CCTV security cameras 
were needed to detect thieves and vandals on 
the Alfred Major allotments. Our evidence was 
used by the Community Warden to identify the 
culprits. We would urge anyone who notices 
any damage on the Alfred Major Recreation 
Ground to report it to the Parish Council Office 
and the RBWM Community Warden 
immediately.  

Installing the Christmas trees on Cookham 
Moor and Station Road were an extra 
challenge this year. Vandals attacked the tree 
on the Moor and a car over-ran its parking 
space taking out the electricity supply for the 
Station Road tree. We are grateful to our 
contractors for quickly finding solutions and 
keeping the trees lit. 
 

 
 

The Committee has objected to a proposal to 
relocate the footpath over Winter Hill Golf 
Course. Although the landowner’s proposed 
diversion was relatively modest, the 
Committee felt it was important to give priority 
to the convenience and enjoyment of walkers 
on this very popular path. 

Planning Committee 
The Committee members are: Cllrs Saunders 
(Chair), Barnes, Bune, Janetta, Nye, Perry and 
Wernham. We have met 12 times from May 
2017 to February 2018 and reviewed 170 
planning applications. 

The Committee is not a statutory consultee, 
although comments and objections we submit 
to the Royal Borough of Windsor and 
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Maidenhead (RBWM) Planning Authority are 
given particular profile in their decisions to 
permit or refuse applications, along with the 
Cookham Society, who regularly attend the 
Committee’s meetings. 

Following substantial objections to the Oakford 
and Berkeley 35 houses proposed on 
Poundfield, Oakfield’s appeal was dismissed 
by a non-RBWM Planning Inspector and 
Berkeley’s appeal was not pursued. Along with 
the rejection of a separate application to build 
one new home off Poundfield Lane was also 
rejected and the protection of Poundfield as a 
Local Green Space in the emerging new 
Borough Local Plan. This important area 
continues to be successfully secured as an 
important part of the open countryside in the 
centre of the Cookham landscape, just as 
Stanley Spencer intended it to be. A non-
RBWM Planning Inspector regrettably allowed 
the appeal to convert the Pump House on 
Kennel Lane into a new home. The Committee 
has also formally supported RBWM’s 
successful ongoing enforcements to remove 
the creation of a chicken farm off Lightlands 
and Strande Lanes. 

Objections have also been submitted to 
RBWM on 13 other planning applications for 
various new homes, extensions and the 
conversion of an agricultural building. Only five 
of these have so far subsequently been 
approved, generally because the Committee’s 
views were too restrictive under the relevant 
planning laws and policies. Comments or 
concerns were also raised on 27 other 
applications, including requests for conditions 
to restrict future developments or use or to 
ensure adequate parking or access. RBWM 
Tree Officers were asked to evaluate 22   
others. Other applications on which the 
Committee had raised no objections or 
concerns were subsequently refused. 

The Committee reinforced its previous 
responses to RBWM’s consultations on the 
Borough Local Plan, including Poundfield’s 
designation as Local Green Space, which 
RBWM have continued to promote. The 
Committee also supported the development of 
40 new homes on the gasholder site on 
Whyteladyes Lane and repeated concerns 
about the risk of flooding if there is an 
application by the  Strande Park landowner to 
build 20 homes on land east of the current site 
and grave concerns about the damage to the 
Green Belt and countryside if there is an 
application by the landowner to build 200 

homes on the large site between Cannondown 
Road and Long Lane and about the resulting 
pressures on local amenities and utilities, 
particularly sewage. The Borough Local Plan 
has now been submitted for independent 
inspection and approval is expected later this 
year. 

The guidance in the Cookham Village Design 
Statement continues to be promoted and the 
Committee are starting to review how local 
planning restrictions may be further enhanced 
by setting Neighbourhood Plan policies. This 
will be funded by an RBWM grant of £20,000 
to facilitate analysis of the priority local issues 

and full consultations with residents. The 
Cookham Conservation Area Assessment is 
also in the final stages of being fully updated, 
incorporating the significant input of the valued 
village environment and heritage, an issue of 
significant relevance to the protection of 
Poundfield from development.  

 
Community Projects and Other 
Activity 
 
Litter Picks 
The Parish Council ‘Keep Cookham Tidy 
Campaign’ volunteers continue with organised 
seasonal litter picks as well as joining forces 
with local resident groups, e.g. Cookham Dog 
Walkers and Cookham Noticeboard, with 
Community Wardens and the National Trust to 
raise awareness of the need for dog walkers to 
clear up after their dogs.  Our previous 
Community Warden was very keen on this. We 
have a new Community Warden called Abid 
Khan.  Volunteers are always welcome and if 
you would like to receive details of future 
organised litter picks please pass your 
information to the Parish Office.   

End of August 2017 Marsh Meadow  
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Twinning News 
Cookham is twinned with St Benoit in France 
and there was a successful visit last October. 
We visited historic Poitiers and had a welcome 
party at the local parish council attended by 
the Mayor. On Sunday we visited the local 
Abbey which is one of the oldest foundations 
in France. There was a jolly social event with 
the local Jazz Band one evening. 

St Benoit are visiting us in October 2018 with a 
trip to Oxford planned and lunch at the Odney 
Club. French film evenings are taking place as 
fund raisers for these events. We would 
welcome more people to join the twinning 
group and to act as hosts. 
 

Speed Watch 
Community Speed Watch is a national 
initiative where members of the local 
communities, with appropriate training, can 
join their Community Wardens or the Police to 
monitor speeds of vehicles using speed 
detection devices. Vehicles exceeding the 
speed limit are referred to the Police with the 
aim of educating drivers to reduce their 
speeds. In cases where education is blatantly 
ignored and evidence of repeat or excessive 
offences are collated, enforcement and 
prosecution follow. 

During the past year residents have raised 
concerns about speeding in Cookham and the 
Parish Council has been instrumental in 
setting up a number of Speedwatch sessions 
in Cookham Rise and Cookham Village. Cllrs 
Barnes and Nye joined our Community 
Warden for Speedwatch sessions in Lower 
Road and Maidenhead Road, Cookham Rise 
and Cllrs Perry and Wernham joined the 
Community Warden for Speedwatch sessions 
in Sutton Road, Cookham Village. In total 30 
drivers were recorded travelling above the 
30mph limit and appropriate letters were sent 
to the DVLA registered vehicle keeper in each 
case. At the request of Cllr Hewer, the 
Community Warden has carried out further 
sessions at Maidenhead Road. 

The Parish Council would like to continue with 
these sessions but need more volunteers to 
come forward and help. If you are interested 
please contact the Parish Council Office. 

 

 

Rail News 
As you will be aware, Cookham Station 
building is still closed! In Spring 2017 our 
station at Cookham was found to have dry rot 
and was closed on safety grounds and has 
remained closed ever since. 

The Parish Council has been in constant 
contact with GWR (the franchisee currently 
running services on the branch line), Network 
Rail who own the infrastructure and the 
Department for Transport. The latest news 
from them is that a tender will be awarded in 
March 2018. We are promised that repairs will 
be completed and the station will re-open in 
June this year. 

This means the building will have been out of 
commission for over a year which we consider 
an intolerably long time. During the winter it 
meant passengers had to stand outside in 
wind, rain and snow. GWR provided a 
temporary ticket office for their staff but 
nothing for the passengers. 

The Parish Council has taken part in the 
Department for Transport consultation on the 
awarding of the new franchise for the Western 
main line which includes the branch line. We 
have also been part of the campaign for two 
trains per hour service promised when 
Network Rail could not complete the 
electrification on the branch line. This has 
been agreed as part of the new franchise so 
we await further news. 
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The Parish Council and its Staff 
 
Councillors (sub-committees) 
Cookham Village Ward: 

Cllr Ian Wernham (PC) (Fin) 
Cllr Jane Perry (PC) (GPC) (FC) 

Cookham Rise Ward: 
Cllr Mike Barnes (Fin Chair) (PC)(SC) 
Cllr Mandy Brar, Vice-Chairman (all sub-committees) 
Cllr Eileen Bune (PC) (GPC) (Fin) 
Cllr Martin Coker (GPC) (Fin) (FC Chair) 
Cllr Chris Doyle (GPC)  
Cllr Fiona Hewer (GPC Chair) (Fin)(FC)(SC) 
Cllr Andrew Nye, Chair (all sub-committees) 
Cllr Janet Palmer (GPC) (FC) 
Cllr Laura Tull (GPC) 

Cookham Dean Ward: 
Cllr Mark Howard (GPC) 
Cllr Christine Jannetta (PC)(FC) 
Cllr Mary-Lou Kellaway (GPC) (Fin) 
Cllr Michael J. Saunders (PC Chair)(SC) 

 
Key for Parish Council sub-committees: PC, Planning Committee; GPC, General Purposes Committee; 
Fin, Finance Committee; FC, Flood Committee; SC, Staffing Committee. 
 
Contact details for all Councillors can be found at www.cookhamparishcouncil.org.uk. 
 
Staff 
Jill Gavin, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
Vacant, Assistant Clerk 
 
Contact the Council at Council Office, High Road, Cookham SL6 9JF, telephone 01628 522003 (8.30am 
to 12.30pm Monday to Friday and also Tues 5-7pm) or email office@cookhamparishcouncil.org.uk. 
 
Representatives on outside bodies 
Councillors are appointed annually to various local groups and panels. Appointments for 2017-18 were: 
 
Cookham Welfare Trust    Cllrs Brar, Tull 
BALC/DALC Executive Committee   Cllrs Brar, Coker 
Pinder Hall Management Committee   Cllr Barnes 
Patient Participation Group    Cllr Kellaway 
Marsh Meadow Management Committee  Cllrs Palmer, Jannetta 
Marlow and Maidenhead Passenger Association Cllrs Coker, Bune 
Parish Flood Liaison Group    Cllrs Coker, Hewer 
Twinning Committee     Cllrs Kellaway, Palmer 
National Trust Liaison     Cllrs Jannetta, Doyle 
RBMW Local Access Forum    Cllr Hewer 
Maidenhead Waterways Liaison Group  Cllrs Coker, Perry 
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Cookham Parish Council 
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www.cookhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/cookhamparishcouncil/ 
 
Clerk to the Council, Council Office, High Road, Cookham SL6 9JF 
01628 522003 
office@cookhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
 


