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Cookham Parish Council has set up a Working 
Group of councillors and residents to prepare a 
Neighbourhood Plan which will help to guide future 
change in Cookham.

Neighbourhood Plans are a powerful opportunity 
for the community to have their say and make a 
difference.  They can establish planning policies 
that shape and influence future growth and 
development.

The Royal Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead is 
preparing a new Local Plan which is currently being 
examined.  The Neighbourhood Plan cannot change 
the scale of growth proposed in the Local Plan, 
but it can help shape what this new growth will 
look like and how it will benefit existing and new 
residents and businesses.

But a Neighbourhood Plan can be about more 
than planning policies.  It can also establish what 
improvements are required across Cookham 
including, for example, new infrastructure that 
might be required.

The Working Group has begun to identify a set of 
topics to be addressed in the Plan and would now 
like to know whether you agree with these or have 
other ideas that should be considered.  Responses 
will help us shape a Plan that speaks for the whole 
community.

Many communities all across the country have 
been preparing Neighbourhood Plans.  This is 
an exciting opportunity to influence change in 
Cookham.  Please tell us what you think.

Your COOKHAM,
Your Plan
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We need to establish an over-arching vision for the Neighbourhood 
Plan, setting out what Cookham will be like in ten to fifteen years’ 
time.

This should be an expression of the community’s ambitions for 
Cookham, but also consider how the area responds to wider 
matters, such as changing demographics, working patterns and 
lifestyles.

We need to do some crystal ball gazing.  
How will Cookham respond to climate change?  

What does the Covid pandemic mean for the way we plan for the future?  

How will we live and shop?  

What is the future of the high street?  

How will we move about?

And this vision needs to be set in the context of what makes 
Cookham special and distinguishes it from other places.
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We’d like to know:
What are the top three things you like or value about Cookham?

What are the top three issues or challenges that impact on life 
in Cookham?

We’d also like to know your ideas for Cookham: 
Imagine you are the Mayor of Cookham – what one thing would 
you do to influence change?  This could relate to any of the matters 
outlined above, including living and working, the environment, 
moving about, or something else of importance to you.
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To help think about how Cookham might change in the future 
the Working Party has begun speaking with local groups and 
organisations.  Through this process a series of possible topic, 
or focus areas for the Plan, have been identified.  

We’d like to know what you think about these:
• Are they reflective of your priorities?
• Are any of the topics more important than others?
• Are there additional matters you think should be included?

The possible focus areas are:
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1. DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT
• Any new development should be of a high 

quality, well-designed, and reflect the very best 
qualities of local character, including local 
heritage

• Energy efficient development should be 
promoted

4. Social and Community Infrastructure
• Facilities and services that support the 

health and well-being of the community 
should be retained and enhanced, and 
new facilities provided

• The vitality of the local centres and quality 
of public spaces should be improved

2. environment 
• The natural environment should be conserved 

and enhanced, with biodiversity and important 
wildlife habitats safeguarded

• Important local green spaces shall be 
protected and local flood risk managed

5. transport
• Traffic congestion and impacts should be 

minimised and opportunities for people 
of all ages and abilities to be able to walk 
and cycle provided

• Local parking issues should be resolved

3. LANDSCAPE AND SETTING
• The rural setting and individual identities of 

Cookham Village, Cookham Rise and Cookham 
Dean should be retained, providing opportunities 
for all to enjoy and benefit from access to the 
countryside

• The special landscape of the area, depicted in the 
paintings of Stanley Spencer, should be retained
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YOUR VIEWS
The Neighbourhood Plan is a Plan made for the 
community, by the community. We are eager to hear 
your views on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

What do you think the future holds for Cookham?  
Do you agree with the possible areas of focus of the 
Neighbourhood Plan? Do you have any other ideas 
or suggestions?  Please let us know by completing 
the survey by 11th April 2021. 

Your comments will help inform planning policies 
and projects that will help guide the evolution of 
Cookham over the next ten to fifteen years.

next steps
We will continue to work with you to shape the 
Neighbourhood Plan for Cookham, and ask for 
your views on emerging policy ideas. Once the 
Neighbourhood Plan has been finalised, it will be 
subject to examination and referendum.  

This entails a public vote, whereby those who are 
residents of Cookham and are of a voting age will 
be able to vote on whether the Plan should come 
into force.

If more than 50% of people of voters are in favour, 
the Neighbourhood Plan will be formally ratified 
(or ‘made’) and will become a statutory document 
which must be considered when determining 
planning applications within the parish.
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